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MG CAR CLUB WESTERN NEW YORK CENTRE

Upcoming Events

The SPOKESistheofficial publication of the MG Car Club-Western New York Centre, anot for profit New York Corporation. Itis
distributed monthly to MGCC members, other clubs, and club event participants.

All articles published in this newsletter are the property of MG Car Club Western New York Centre. The content of the articlesisthat of
the author and once published may be used by any other similar club for their newsletter providing that the author and original sourceis
credited. Itisrequested that two copies of the republication be forwarded to the editor of “The SPOKES.” One copy isfor the author

Event D ate(s) Points of | nter est

Import Weekend M ay 21-23 Buy & Foreign Cars & Parts. Car Show.
Carlisle, PA Contact Dave Chase for room information.
Hildene June 11-12 Great trip, good roads, great shopping.

Manchester, VT

W onderful restaurants and 2-day Car Show.
Mt. Equonox Hill Climb isclose.

M GB Register Convention June 24-27
Parsippany, NJ

Seminars, Car Show, and banquet

and one copy isfor our files. No other useis permitted without written consent of the editor.

Articles, anecdotes, stories, pictures, jokes, etc., are welcome from all readers. Materials must be submitted by the last week of the

month prior to publication. Contact the editor directly for additional information. Send all correspondenceto:
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M GB Register Convention July 14-18
Cromwell, CT

Seminars, Car Show, and banquet

Vintage Triumph Register July 14-17
Richmond, V A

Seminars, Car Show, and banquet

University Motors Sum mer August 12-15
Party & Reunion
Grand Rapid, M|

John Twist does it up right. Car Show, lots of
seminars, vendors, and award banquet.

Buffalo Octagon Car Show September 5
Buffalo, NY

Car Show

British Invasion September 17-19

W onderful, great scenery and roads. Getting
thereishalf the fun. Great restaurants. 2-day
all British Car Show. Pricey but worth it.

British Car D ay
Buffalo, NY

September 19

Car Show

Bronte Creek Park
Ontario, Canada

September 19

Car Show, all British, up to 1,000 cars

For moreinformation contact Dave Chase 334-6826.
send the event information to

To add more events, please contact Dave and/or
spokes@ mgcarclub.com.

THE MG CAR CLUB, WESTERN NY CENTRE, INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Annual Member ship Duesare $30.00 — Al

M ember ships expire December 31st

SPOKESSTAFF ADVERTISING RATES
Editor: RonHein ron@eznet.net Copy-ready business advertising fees (effective 01/01/2002):
Publisher: Richard Powers 323-2687 Onel Full Y S
Mailing: Doug & Laurie Scribner 872-5133 Jneissue  Eull vear Sz€
Address Changes  Jim Priestley 235-2440 Half Page $27.00 $110.00 75" x4.8
Advertising: George Herschell 872-1194 Quarter Page  $16.00 $ 6500 36"x48
Eighth Page $11.00 $4400 36"x23

DEADL INE for submitting to the upcoming SPOK ES isoneweek after the general meeting.
SEND your information by Emai to Spokes@mgcar club.com
(Alternatively, send by mail toThe SPOKES, PO Box 831, Webster, NY 14580)

Copiesof “The SPOKES’ are sometimes available, please write the editor with your request. The SPOKESis included with
membership inthe MG Car Club-Western New York Centre. An applicationisincluded inside back cover. The SPOKESisalso
available el ectronically to non membersfor $10 per year. Contact spokes@mgcarclub.com for moreinformation.

Cover Photo & Artisan Works photos by Cheryl Baldwin « Cover Drawing “ MG K-3 Magnette” by George Herschell

Birthday
Friend Birthday
Phone: Home Work Wedding Anniversary / /
City
State Zipt+4d Today’s Date New or Renewal?

Email Address
Cars Owned & Year

INTERESTS: Racing Gymkhana Rallye Restoration Car Show Social Touring

Hobbies, etc.

Occupation

Available for Roadside Help? No Yes

(Days Evenings Nights Weekends )

Makeyour chequepayableto: MGCC OFWESTERNNY, INC. Mail your cheqgueand application to:
Jim Priestley
251 Bronx Drive
Rochester, NY 14623
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MG (S) MILES (CONTINUED)

easy tomaintain, and holding itsvalue quitewell. | have
told many peoplelooking for asportscar, when asked
what they should to get, tolook at aB. They are till
available, (many timesat afair price) partsarereadily
available, suppliersare many, they are easy towork on,
and can still berepaired by the owner with abit of
knowledge and the ability to read aworkshop manual.
They are easy to drive, comfortableon long trips, havea
remarkable amount of storage spacefor luggage, (they will
not hold thefamily piano, but who needsthatwhen
traveling) and are economical to operate. (With the price of
gasolinetoday that isabig plusontheir part.) They still get
wavesfrom other sportscar driverson theroad, and
moretimesthan not areagreat conversation starter. (“|
used to have one of these once, and boy am | sorry | ever
soldit” isfrequently heard from someonelooking lovingly
at your B.) They arerestored in many casesto aconcours
finish, and thereweretwo at Stowelast year that werein
the* 95+ point category” . They are maintained and being
driven by their ownersasafun summer car (for those of
usinthesnow belt) and asayear round driver for thosein
thewarmer climes. They are being prepared asrace cars
with no lessthan 25 entered in the Vintage Races
atWatkins Glen next September. Young people are getting
interested in B’sastheir first car and are being introduced
tooneof the finest sportscarsever built, and thefun

motoring that comesfrom owning one of these cars.

So once again the question arises, isthisthe best sports
car ever? | for onethink so. | had achanceto driveabrand
new M GF whenwewerein the UK someyearsago and
whileitwasanicecar it really didn’t jump out at me and say
“I'manMG”. It did say I’'manice sportscar. | havesaid

many timesif | were offered abrand new MG intradefor my

B, | would declinethe offer. My Bisacar | candriveona
trip with enough room for our luggagein thetrunk, (sorry
boot) and if necessary do some minor roadsiderepairswith
out having to call in amechanic and acomputer to find out

what the problemis. In England when | commented that there

wasn’t much roominthe*boot” of the new MGF | wastold
thereisenough room for two golf bags. | don’t pack our
clothesingolf bags.

| guess Gary Anderson summed it all up quitewell when

talking about B’sand their drivers. “What those driversshare

isaconnection to motoring traditions of the past and the
pleasure of driving acar that isdightly out of theordinary,
though it doesn’t haveto apol ogizefor its performance on
today’ shighways. In other words, acar that’sjust plainfun.”
Having “ been there, donethat” for the past 20 years|
couldn’t agree more. It certainly isthe best Sports Car ever.
But then what do | know?
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REMINDER
SPRING TuNE-UpP CLINIC
SATURDAY, May 15
10 AM unTIL 4 PM

MCCAUuUToTECH LaAB

West Henrietta Road
Just South of Crittenden

Several knowledgable MGCC memberswill be on hand to
sharetheir expertise with all who have choresto performon
their British cars.

So make alist of servicesyour car might need at the start of
the driving season. You'll need to bring your own parts
(plugs, points, gaskets, etc.), a shop manual, and some hand
tools. MCC does not have enough tools to go around.

We'll supply coffee and donuts for hungry mechanics!
Pleasecal meat (585) 872-6536 for moreinformation.

George Haynes

&

AUTOCROSS SCHEDULE
***REVISED***

SUNDAY MAY 9

SUNDAY JUNE 13

SUNDAY JULY 8
SUNDAY AUGUST 26

Sunday May 9— MCC
East Henrietta Road Campus

Novice School-Tech Insp. 9:00-9:30AM
School from9:30—10:30
Course-Tech Insp. 10:30—-11:00
First Car Off @ 11:00
Park intheMCC Parking Lot M-1
Thecourseison Lot G (the big one-ooooh baby!!)
Members-$5 Non-members-$10
PRIZES!! FUN!!! Crash Helmetsprovided!!!

Rainor Shine

Add A Name to the MGCC Endowed Scholarship Plague

An engraved nameplateis added to the plaquein recognition of donations
of $30.00 or more (engraving fee $5.00). This plaque, created by Paul
Heaney, isinstalled in the M CC Automative Technology Department.

Namepl ates can be purchased in the name of the donor, for afriend, or asa
tribute to someone who has passed on. Thereis no requirement that donors
or those honored through donations be members of the club.

If you wish to purchase a nameplate for yourself or someone else, make
checks payable to MGCC and send your donation to:

: Elaine O’ Neil-Hess
SMITHS 17 Sandpiper Lane
Pittsford, NY 1453

$4,877.00

Courtesy of Allen Hess

Please indicate exactly how the name should appear on your plague.

BRUDNO AWARD/LIFE MEMBERS

Desi Benet « GeorgeHaynes « Dave Chase « Alex Kopen* « JoeTierno « George& Nancy Herschell

Gil & Betty Langswager « Richard & Bethel Powers « Dave& Barb Wild ¢ SteveFitch* « Jim Priestley « Wendy Priestley
*Members Emeritus

MEETINGS
Membership meetings are held the third Thursday of each month, except December, at the Burgundy Basin Inn, 1361 Marsh Rd.,
Pittsford, NY 14534. Board meetings are held thefirst Thursday of every odd numbered month. Please contact the chairman for the
location of the next board meeting and to arrange to get your item on the agenda.



FROM YOUR EDITOR

ACTIVITIES

Ron Hein

Discussionsare underway to resolve space problemsin
Spokes. Stay tuned and be ready to give feedback on what
you want in Spokes. Next month, aseriesof articlesby
DaveWildon“MG Marque Races’ will be starting. Watch
for them.

Doesanyone have pictures of the Club Officersand
appointees (page 2)? ALWAY Slooking for picturesfor
upcoming events-- maybefrom past year’seventsto give
membersanideaof what they might see or don’t want to
missthisyear --aswell as picturesof recent events.

Youwill noticeinthisissuethat thereis an articlefrom
member Mark Gibson on hisframe-off restoration of a
TR6. If you haveideasfor other stories, and/or additional
suggesionsfor Spokes, pleaselet me know.

FOUND —LAST NOTICE
A turquoise spring jacket, London Fog, szemedium. I’ve
carriedit for ayear, it'sgoing soonto the
Volunteersof America.
Call Betty @ 385-9956

ON THE ROAD

Doug Scribner, Chairman

TheGlue.

Remember when (then Vice-Chairman) George Tennant
talked about our common interest in carsbringing us
together? And how we share experiences and enjoy each
other’scompany and help each other, and the bond—the
glue—isgood and strong and wonderful ?

| wasreminded of that recently when we moved our
business, and so many club membersoffered to help. Thank
you al. And special thanksto Leon Zak, Dick Powers, John
Baum, Steve Sangster and his sons Jeremy and Chrisfor
giving so generoudly of your timeand energy.

Anyway, themoveisdone; we' re getting settled into our
new space, andlifeisgood. Asyou'rereading this, we're
amonth away from The Car Show, and beginning abusy
fivemonthsor so of car-related activities—many
opportunitiestojoinin, havefun and fed the power of
TheGlue.

Betty & Gil Langswager

BASKET CHINESE AUCTION

Eight beautiful baskets cameto theApril meeting for our
money making event to add to the Endowment Fund. |
couldn’t find my paper to be ableto tell who brought the
baskets so you lucky peoplethat won abasket could thank
that person. Eight very clever creationswere brought by:

1. Laurie Scribner —“The Mini Basket” with lots of mini
goodies, everythingwasmini insize.

2. BarbWild —A lucite bowl containing abottle of wine,
2 goblets, napkins plates, cheese & crackers, and
some British tie bars & stickers.

3. Dave Chase — A beautiful basket of Spring flowers.

4. Pat Sangster —A pretty basket with wine, goblets,
cheese & crackers.

5. Elaine Hess—A big basket called “ Spring Tonic”
|oaded with bottles of oil for the Car, and bottles of
“Old Speckled Hen” for the Soul, aroll of paper
towels with fresh flowers tucked in the top.

6. Cheryl Baldwin—A beautiful square ceramic bowl,
matching spoons, and decanters for oil and pasta.

7. Marlene Rzepkowski —A large oil pan full of oils, a
funnel, agreat racing towel, WD40, and alittle car on
top.

8. Betty Langswager — “Lovers Delight” alarge
basket with a dozen red roses, bottle of champagne,
box of strawberries, napkins 2 goblets and a faLix
diamondring!

It'sfun when the baskets are label ed with atheme, it
makesthem moreinteresting.

Thank you al againfor bringing in those fabul ous baskets.
Let'sdoit again next year.
Betty Langswager

AN EYE POPPING SUNDAY

LastApril 18 will beaday many of uswon’t soon forget.
It started out at the Winfield Grill for achampagne
brunch. We ordered off the menu soweall got exactly
what we wanted to tease our taste buds. We sat at long

(Activities continues p. 8)
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Are you looking for a way
to transport your vintage cars!

We carry a wide selection of trailers
to meet all your needs at discount prices.
Specialty orders also available.

CONTACT KATHY OR BILL RAMPE
WEBSTER, NY * 585.671.6519
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GOOSENECK DUMP DIAMOND DECK

RITER
AUTOMOTIVE

A Division of
Warren L. Riter & Sons, Inc.

Warren, Scott, & Jim
Service & Restorations of
Automobiles to 1970

Collector Car Appraisals
Over 25 Years Experience

2291 PENFIELD ROAD
PENFIELD, NY 14526
TELEPHONE: (585) 381-4368

FAX: (585) 377-5920

Awto Diy Wash, bag

585-436-4554

John Erwin Jr.
ASE Certified
Master Engine Tech.

Van's Machine Shop ==

Complete Parts Department — cesgrrmopm
118 Genesee Street Rochester, NY 14611
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TR-6 FRAME OFF RESTORATION PROJECT (ParT One)

My 1970 TR-6 hasbeen part of thefamily for many years
now. | bought it for 700 dollarsfrom anotherAir Force
officer when | was stationed at Pope AFB in NC back in
1990. The carewasrust free, but not well cared for and |
spent 6 monthsand several thousand dollarsgetting it back
in shape and roadworthy. | droveit for the next ten years,
putting amost 70,000 milesonit between 4 more duty
stations. By thetimel retired in 1999, the car had well over
150,000 milesand the origina enginewasusing oil at an
alarming rate, so | decided to park it for awhileand
contemplate an enginerebuild. Thecar sat for almost 3
yearsbefore | decided to tacklethisproject. What was|
thinking you ask? Good question! I" d had the car apart so
many timesto various degrees, dismantling it wasn’t too
difficult. Aslong asyou have plenty of patience, understand
that thiswill not be as easy asyou thought, and have a
ready supply of cash (or agood credit rating), it can be
done and actually iskindafun, inasick sort of way!!
Please stop by and take alook if you havethetime, advice
isalwayswelcome.

Progresstodate: Car dismantled, engineremoved and
rebuilt, transmission removed, body mediastripped, body
removed fromframe, al suspension, differential and brake
and fuel linesremoved from frame, frame sandbl asted and
repainted, in processof rebuilding suspension and
reingtaling engineand transmission.

L essons lear ned: Use new hardware everywhere you
can, itscheap insurance and it looks much nicer. Usea
digital camerato take pictures of how thingsgo back
together, asdiagramsin the Triumph shop manuals
sometimes show lessdetail than required. Onceyou get
into aproject likethis, be prepared to throw the budget out
thewindow!!! When you are getting frustrated, walk away
beforeyou hurt yourself or thecar....... thereisaways
another day!

Mark Gibson

CARLISLE IMPORT WEEKEND SHOW

AND FLEA MARKET
GeorgeHaynes

A week after the Spring Tune-Up Clinic, isthe
Import Car Weekend at Carlisle, PA. MGCC
members rent flea market spacesto sell British
car parts. We encourage other MGCC
members to send along parts which they would
like sold, and we try to find parts for members
who are looking for something special.

We leave early on Thursday, May 20, so let me
know a couple weeks before that if you have
something we can help you sell - or buy.

If you'd liketo attend any part of the Carlidle
event, and need aroom, please call Dave
Chase (334-6826) for room accommaodations.
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MGCC MEETING MINUTES

April 15 General Mesting

Meeting called to order at 7:35 pm. Minutesof last meeting
were accepted. No treasurer’sreport tonight but Jim
Priestly isherefor those still needing to pay dues. Alsoyou
can pay dueswith Paypal from our website.
Activitiesreport: March Steak Roast waslotsof fun, thanks
toall helping out that day. April meeting isour basket
auction. Sunday, April 18"isthebrunch runwith 40 people
signed up. May 9" isfirst autocross, held at MCC large
parkinglot. Noviceschool will be held before autocross
starts. May 15istuneup clinicat MCC, 10:00—4:00. May
20" isthe Carlisle Import Show, Dave Chaseis contact for
rooms. See Gil or George Haynesif you have partsyou’' d
like sold or need purchased. May 30isMansion and Garden
Tour. June 6 is Car Show, and June 2 isthe stuffing party,
whichisat anew location, Steve and Pat Sangster’s. June
13issecond A utocross; June meeting will see some people
at Mid-Ohio racesand June 26" is Ontario Beach Car Show
New membersor guests. CharlesMandello, wifeand
daughter

Car Show Report: Posters, registrations, pre-saleticketsare
availabletonight. Dave Chaseiskeeping track of what
areas are covered with postersto make surethere are no
areasmissed. Work isprogressing on brochures,
sponsorships. Thanksto Alan Costich, George Herschell, Gil
Langswager for helpin gaining sponsors. May 10"is
deadlinefor brochure, see John Baum if you know anyone
interested in advertising. May 18" isthe Chicken Sacrifice
a DiPacific's. Johnislooking for agood turnout to help
satisfy therain gods. Judgeswill be contacted soonif they
did not respond to an email request.

Spokes: Getting abit too much for the Spokes each month.
Ron would appreciate feedback on what areasto cut back.
Website: The colorsof website are being adjusted, have
patience. Therewasan inquiry fromaTD owner looking for
adviceon hisrestoration, see Mike Mack for details.
Regalia: Looking for enough namesto place badge order,
see Dave Chase.

MEETING BREAK TO HOLD BASKET AUCTION

Watkins Glen vintage weekend: Rooms—Assignmentsare
going out viaemail next week, areminder thereservationis
for threenights. M G Focus Event — Dick Powerswould
liketo thank all the peoplevolunteering to help out. Looksto
beagreat showingwith 112 MG ready torace, including
some caresfrom England, al over the US, prewar TC
series, and possibility of someK3's. Downtown festival —
History on MG sponsored raceswill bein Spokes. Most

eventsarefilling up nicely; the Concourseisback at the
park. Dave shared asample of aposter for Concourse
participants (availablein limited numbersto others). This
poster isbeing sponsored and for $250.00 our club could be
asponsor. Motion made and passed to sponsor thisyear’s
concourse poster for $250.00.

L etter wasreceived from Watkins Glen Motor Racing
Research Center thanking club for providing the Center
winacollection of plaques. Dave Wild madethisdonation
on behalf of theclub for aspecid display. Thanksto Dave
for hisassstance.

New business: Vintage Triumphregisiry isin duly. Kathy
Rampereserved ablock of roomsfor those attending and
hasonedtill available. Contact Kathy if interested.

NO OLD BUSINESS

Carsand partsfor salewere announced. Door prizeswere

awarded. Head table has membership/roadside assistance
sheets. Meeting wasadjourned at 8:50 pm.

MARCH 2004 ATTENDANCE

Members

JoeannaDeBlaere JoeDeBlagere
Kathy Hershey Carl Prouty
Betty Langswager Gil Langswager
Barb Wild DaveWild

Dave Chase Beverly Swarts
Charles Swarts Paul Heaney
Joan Heaney GeorgeHerschell
Nancy Herschell Pat Sangster
Steve Sangster Michael Mack
Beverly Mack Anne Foust
Gene Faust JmHogan
VivienneRizzo Rhonda Rizzo
Tim Rizzo Ted Hershey
Jim priestly Lane Boughton
Cheryl Baldwin Bill Baldwin
Jeff Lanswager Sharon Perry
Scott Perry LindaFazio

Joe Fazio Jahn Baum
Cynthia Jack Dough Jack
Dick Rzepkowski Marlene Rzepkowski
Alan Cogtich CharlesMondello
Allen Hess ElaineHess
Wally Roworth Ron Hein

Don McConnell Brian Fallon
Dick Powers Laurie Scribner
Doug Scribner BobTescione
TomLeStrange George Haynes
Mabel Case John Thompson
Peter Pegoni John Zoltner
Elton Schulz Rob Houseknecht
Bob Harris Jim Davis

Mary Ann Shetterly George Shetterly
Steve Stewart HollisHames

Al fink Jeff Kath

Allyn Wagner



ENGINE BUILDING PART #3

Thefollowing information iswhat hasworked successfully
for many competitiveracers. Much of thisinformation was
gathered from many engineering and motor sportsarticlesl|
haveread.

Top Ring End Gap isoften amajor player when it comes
to piston problems. Top ring butting under high load and heat
conditions can destroy the pistonstop land. Most top land
damage on race pistons appearsto lift into the combustion
chamber. Thereason isthat thetop ring endsbutt and stick
tight at top-dead-center. Crank rotation pullsthe piston down
thecylinder whileleaving at least part of thering and top
land at top dead center. Actual end gap will vary depending
on theengine heat load.

Heat Load. Lean mixture, excessive spark advance, high
compression, low capacity cooling system, detonation and
high HPper cubicinch al combineto increasean engine's
heat |oad. M ost new generation pistonsincorporate thetop
compressionring high onthepiston. Thehighringlocation
coolsthe piston top more effectively, reduces detonation and
smog, and increases horsepower. |f detonation or other
excess heat situations devel op, atop ring end gap set to the
closesidewill quickly butt, with piston and cylinder damage
to follow immediately (thisis probably what happened to
brother Bill’s Midget motor in Sept. 2002). High location
ringsrequire extraend gap because they stop at ahigher
temperature portion of the cylinder at top-dead-center and
they haveless shielding from the heat of combustion. At top-
dead-center thering isabovethe cylinder water jacket.

Detonation Tolerance. If aring end gap ismeasured on
thehigh side, youimprove detonation tolerance in two ways.
One, theenginewill runlonger under detonation beforerings
butt. Two, someleak down (blow by) appearsto benefit ail
control by clearing theoil ringsof oil build up. Clean, open il
ringsare necessary to prevent oil from reaching the
combustion chamber, whichisa sowhy someengine
buildersdo not like gaplessrings. A very small amount of oil
inthe chamber will cause detonation and produce significant
horsepower |oss.

Running close clearancesisbeneficial to pistonring seal and
ring life. Running additional piston clearance becausefriction
isreduced can haveasmall short term HPimprovement.

Wrist pin oiling should be doneat pininstalation, whether it
ispressed or full floating, pre-lubethe piston pinholewith oil
or liquid prelube, never usegrease. If youareusing a
pressed pin rod be sureto discard spiral pinretainers.
Pistonsare designed to run with ahot top surface, and cool

Tom Glanville

skirtsand pin bores. High temperature at the pin borewill
quickly cause apistonto grow to the point of seizure
inthecylinder.

Credits to:
Mass Racing Developments.
Cambridge Motorsports.
Evernham M otorsportsTeam.
SwainTechnology Inc.

L ook for Part #4 inthe next issue of Spokes
Tom Glanville(1/7/04)

MG (S) MILES AND A RESOUNDING YES

PART XLII(42)

T'in Cup Racing LLP

Purveyors of Fine New and Used Auto Parts
"If it's out there we'll find it."
Call Ted or Al
585-865-7182 585-482-2695

FEASTERN GENERAL

AUTO INSURANCE

Any Car or Any Driver
Great Program EXCLUSIVE for Antique Cars
A-rated company * Great Service

HENRIETTA GREECE
2092 East Henrietta Rd, 2599 West Ridge Rd.
(near Jefferson) (near Long Pond)
334-5000 723-3400

I nthelatest issue of Classic M otorsports, Gary Anderson
wrotean articletitled “ Everybodys Favorite English Sports
Car”. The photo onthe cover wasof ared MGB with the
question “MGB, The best sportscar ever?’ Inmy opinion
(whichisnaturaly biased) | would haveto agreeitisoneof,
if not the best sports car ever made. Naturally | would say
thishaving owned minefor about 20 years, but prior tothat |
ownedan MG TD and an MG TF. (both of which arestill in
my possession) For years| thought theonly MG wasaT
seriesand held that belief until | bought my B. It wasa
whole new world of Sports Car motoring andit wasnice
being abletodrivethroughrainand ill remaindry. Alsoit
was nice on the highway to be abletowind it up to passa
dower moving vehiclewithout ruining the engine. And when
it did get cold therewas awaysthe heater that worked and
didwhat it should do by keeping the occupants comfortably
warm. | paid my duesto the Frostbite Club drivingthe TD
through six Rochester winters. But what makes mefeel that
the B isthe best sports car ever made?

It wasintroduced in 1962, survived numerousidiotic
ondaughts by amanagement that really didn’t deserveto
have such agood product about which to make stupid
decisions, andfinally ceased, when productionwashaltedin
1980. Asafinal gesture of crudetastelessness, it was
announced on Sept. 10, 1979 when Abingdonwas
celebrating 50 yearsof production, that MG wasbeing
closed and production would cease. Thelast MG rolled off
theassembly lineon October 22, 1980. (Thisproductionwas
stopped tofocusal BL’ s(British Leyland) expertise (?77?)
on Triumph. Now beforeall theTriumph ownersget upin
arms, let meclarify my statement. Triumph wasagood car
but was being out sold by MG so | would think you put your
trust in the product that is making the most money for you.

When BL sent representatives to the US to assessthe
market those folks came back and assured BL that Triumph
wastheway to go. However many yearslater it cameto
light, that the representativesthat were sent wereall people
loyal to Triumph so. .. naturally they would push for
Triumphwhich went out of businessafew yearslater. In
the period from of 1962 to 1980, 524,470 MG B’ swere
produced and whilethat number palesby comparisonto
someUSmakes, it till isarespectable number which
averagesout to 30,00 carsper year. Of coursethe US
safety standards did cause M G some concernsand their
responseto these was something lessthan brilliant.

However, MG continued to sell hereand finally the
supply stoppedin 1980. | had agood friend whowasaBL
dealer in New Hampshire and hisjokewas*the only way he
could get rid of the Triumphs he had wasto give one away
with every MG hesold.” Of course hewasjoking but it did
solidify thefact that MG wasoutsalling Triumph. Onceagain

19

George Herschell

Triumph ownersthat was not my statement, but one of a
dealer friend of mine.

TheB, when it wasintroduced in 1962, was agood
product but by 1965 when the new 5 main bearing engine
was made standard, it became areally great car. Overdrive
wasavailableandit wasaso availableasaGT model. (The
poor man’ sAston Martin asit wasoncecalled.) It suffered
some*“facelifts’ intheearly 70’'sand thenin 1974 V2it
suffered themost obviousinsult by having the* rubber
bumper” fitted and theride height raised. The pricewhen
new in 1963 was $2600 and by 1980 that price had doubled
but the car was still selling well.

Today no one knows exactly how many of these cars
aredtill inusebut oneonly hasto look at the organizations
that have been formed for thisparticular model. The North
American MG B Register, theAmerican MGB Association,
theMGB Register inthe UK plusthevariousother B
groupsall over theworld are atestament to thiscars
popularity. Added to thisfact istheavailability of brand
new body shellsfromtheorigind factory dies, themultitude
of sparesfrom numerous businesses, and the fact that
“brand new” MG B’sare being built to order inthe UK and
hereinthe states. | heard of one car (inthe UK) that is
being built using aBritish Heritage body shell with abrand
new MG Rover enginebeingfitted. MossMotorsis
introducing upgradesto theoriginal carsincluding
superchargers, power steering (why | can’timagine) and
new custom upholstery and trim never availablewhenthe
carswere new. These cars (the original model that isat
least 24 yearsold) are being restored, refurbished and in
some casesduplicated using mostly new parts. Why,
becauseitisonefineautomobileand still funtodriveand
enjoy. V-8enginesarebeinginstalled and whilethe B GT
did have such an option, it was never available hereinthe
“colonies’. Apparently wewere not sophisticated enough to
warrant such afine car but carsare being retrofitted with
that option.

So once again why are these cars so desirable?
Because they have acharm that cannot be matched by any
other car. Witnessthe MazdaMiata. and itssuccess. Itisa
successful sportscar becauseitis thelogical successor to
what the M GB should have become. Had BL continued
with MG they could, inall probability, havethe share of the
sportscar market inthe US now dominated by Mazda. But
weall know that did not happen and many usare sorry for
that.

But the B isstill the car of choicefor so many of us
sportscar fanatics. Itisabeautiful little car, (abit dated, but
still used by ad agenciesin commercialsto sell products)

(continues on p. 22)



Master Car Parts

We re-manufacture - Starters - Alternators - Generators

Got one of these?

Want to keep your car

all original?
Master Car Parts
37 Stone Rd.

Rochester, NY 14616
585-865-8430

Foreign/Domestic

Auto Repair

Brakes e Electrical
Fuel Injection

Mon. thru Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Free Shuttle til 10:00 a.m.

Send us your original starter, alternator or generator
and we will re-manufacture it to operate and look
like new; usually within ten working days after
received.

We first test all units under actual working
conditions, then disassemble to test all the
components individually. Then we prepare the unit
for rebuilding. Housings are cleaned, sandblasted
and painted like original. Parts that are worn or
defective will be replaced. We use the highest
quality parts and make every effort to return your
unit to its original condition.

We can also include a simplified wiring schematic
when we return your alternator or generator.

Celebrating 33 years in the automotive after-market

742 South Clinton Avenue

442-3575

TEN YEARS AGO

Thecover featured aClassic MG Tickford (Gil
Langswager’s). Theeditor, Cindy Capaccio, told about an
MG her son had purchased and droveto Florida. Hethen
got married and bought alarger sedan, storingthe MG inthe
garageuntil Vincefinally went south and picked it up and
towed it home.

Ted Hershey, Chairman, asked for amoment of
silencefor Jerry Krause, starter. A new member, Mike
Palarmo, was announced. Heran aMidget and al so wanted
aMercedes. It wasnoted that the Home Club islooking for
the Nuffield Trophy, and that it may bein Toronto. The
North American MG Tour inWashington, D.C., will befrom
July 23t026. The Spring Tuneup will be at 480 Broadway
inthecity on May 21.

Annual Show. Tom Sergent covered the Annual
Show. Detailswere presented about the coming car show,
thefield layout, and thevariousjobs. Gil Langswager shared
information on“ Showing of Your Car.” Among thekey
pointsmadewere: CLEAN IT: Washitall over insideand
out, top and bottom. WAX IT: Removewax inthenooks
and crannies. Tooth Brushworks. JUDGE IT: Sartwith
total pointsavailable. Remember that apoint or twowill be
removed for thesethings. Wheels& tires—have matched
tireswith good tread. Rust—removeall chipsand rust.
Chassis—haveit clean and rust free. Mufflers—make
certaintherearenoleaks. Oil leaks—if possible, don’'t have
any. Engine compartment —haveit reasonably clean with
thewiring and hosesin good condition, no cracksor frayed
rubber or wires. Radiator —make sureit isclean and not
leaking. Firewall —cleanit, makesurethepaint isgood with
norust. Exterior paint job—ideally, haveit asgood asthe
factory finish. Bright work —should be good quality, no
dents, scratches, or rust. Window glass—clean and
unscratched or cracked. Interior & top— noripsor tears
in upholstery, carpets, headliner, or convertibletops.
Authenticity points—are deducted for non-original items.
Car Showsarefun. Itisfunto compareyour car with the
others, talk to the owners, and learn more about your car.

History of Collier Cup. JoeTierno told up about
the history of the Collier Cup. The story started with the
teen-age Collier boys, Sam, Milesand Barron, racing
homemade cars (motorized buck boards). Around 1933 they
purchased two MG J2's and raced against many other
makes of cars. 1n 1934 they started to import and sell the
nimbleMG. WW Il interfered. After WW |1, someof the
ARCA Memberswereinstrumental in starting SCCA. Sam
and Milesracing passion resumed. October 2, 1948, saw
therebirth of MG racing at WatkinsGlen. Mileswon 1949
Grand Prix aboard aFord-Riley. Thenext year at the Glen,
Samwasdriving thefirst Ferrari inthe US, the Briggs
Cunninghanm’s166 Inter. Leadingintherace, heleft the

Wally Roworth

road at afast right hand turn and crashed. Hedied | ater that
evening, age 38. 1n 1954 Miles passed away because of
polio. Loyal friendsfelt sometribute should bemadeto
honor the contributionsthey had madetoracing. A smple
marker was placed at the point of the accident. 1t wasalso
in 1954 that SCCA established the Collier Brothers
Memorial Race. Through 1959 thisracewasfor MG'sonly.
Since 1960, there are many marquesthat fill thefield on
Collier Race Day. 1n 1985 the Sportscar Vintage Racing
Association (SVRA) rekindled theM G Spirit. TheCollier
Cup Raceisnow for MGs. Thewinner isvoted by the
drivers, and many types of MGshave won therace, not
exclusively MGBs. The40thAnniversary wason October
8-11, Joe mentioned Moss Motors has given great support
for the Collier Cups(1993-1994).

TheMGGC (Gour met Club) went to the Oban Inn,
Niagaraonthe Lake, Ontario, Canada. OnMay 22 a
Pancake Fly-in Breakfast was at theWilliamson-Sodus
Airport Jay Lockrow (Bury mein an old Mowog Parts Box)
discussed hisexperiencewithan Aston-Martin DB2. After
enginework the car wastraded for a Jaguar XK 150.
George Herschell told about his 1953 MG TD and the six
wintersand summersinit.

Dave Wild broke out one of hismany car booksand
told about single cylinder engines. Vince Capaccio wroteon
the use of silicone brake fluid and the successthat they had.
Steve Fitch wrote on the Freezing of the Back Porcha. At
thefirst Autocrossat the Xerox, held at the Building 200
parking lot, therewere 30-40 mph winds, rain, and it was
cold.

MG CAR CLUB

WESTERN NEW YORK CENTRE
PRESENTS

SECOND ANNUAL

MG RACE

WATKINS GLEN

Grand Prix Race Course

SATURDAY and SUNDAY,
AUGUST 20-21, 1960

FOR DETAILS WRITE TO:
George Claffey
150 Hollyvale Drive
Rochester 18, New York
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ACT|V|T| ES (CONTINUED)

tablesfor easy conversation and laughter. The servicewas
great and quick, thefood was generous and tasty. The
champagne was agreat way to start the afternoon.

Whilewewere having agreat time over breakfast, outside
the skieswere getting darker & darker, thewinds came up
and the skiesopened up into acloud burst. By thetimewe
left the restaurant it was only sprinkling and the sun came
out. It waslater that night we heard the damage that the
storm caused south & east of the city. We werelucky; we
missed most of it.

Off to the Artisan Works on Blossom Road just amile up
theroad from the Winfield Grill for agreat afternoon of art
worksand culture. Artisan Worksisowned and operated by
avery young, enthusiastic person, Louis Perticone. If the
Brooklyn Bridgewerethereinthebuilding, he' dtry and sell
ittoyou. Heisso proud of all theartifactsin hisbuilding.
We had agreat tour guide named Bob. Hewasvery infor-
mative and interesting to listen to. We saw art worksand
paintingsand scul pturesin abuilding of over 44,000 square
feet of space. Aswewalked along we had to look ahead,
up, down and all around to be ableto see everything. There
were many roomswhichwereartists studios.Wewere able
to enter severa studiosand meet the artists. Several other
roomswere very special that can be rented out for special
occasi ons, such asthe Japanese Room, the Frank L1oyd
Wright Room, aVictorian dining room, to name afew. By
now the sun was shining and we were able to go out onto
theroof garden area. Thistoo can be used for partiesday or
night. Last but not |east wasthe central show room that
displayed an MGA right inthemiddle of theroom. There
weremany beautiful carvingsand piecesof artinthislarge
room. Weddingsand large partiesare held here, which are
catered inexquisitetaste.

Every pieceon display at Artisan Worksisfor sale. It'sa
gresat placeto visit and one can’t see everything on onetour.
Membership isavail able so one can go many times. Thereis
so much to seeand talk about, it can’t al bewritteninone
article. Soif youdidn’t join uson that Sunday, we highly
recommend avisit real soon. Barb Wild & | had agreat time
setting up the day and we hope everyone enjoyed the day as
much aswedid.

Betty Langswager

FOUND —LAST NOTICE - A turquoise spring jacket,
London Fog, szemedium. I’ vecarriedit for ayear, it's
going soonto the Volunteersof America. Call Betty @
385-9956. (Activities continues>>)

Betty & Gil Langswager
COMING EVENTS (see separate write-upsin thisissue)

May 9—Autocross& Drivers School
15—Tune-up Clinic
20 — Mesting
20-23 —Carlisle Import Show & FleaMkt
30— Garden & Mansion Tour

June 2 - Stuffing Party (Car Show envelopesat Sangster’s)
6 —CAR SHOW, TheFirst Sunday in June!
13 —Autocrossl|
17 —Meeting

THE CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale: PopTop Scamper Truck Camper For Sale,
deeps4, furnace, sink, stove, propane/electric refrig.,
VVGC, weighs950 Ibs, fitsall P/U trucks. Stored indoors,
$1250 OBO. Call Joe 585-229-2230.

For Sale: Datsun 280Z 2+2 Glassfor Rear Hatch, $25.
Cal DanYoung, 264-9811.

M G ORIGINAL salesbrochuresshowingal MG
models, interiorsand featuresfor the year. Great for
Restorationsor Giftsl 1950-59,- $35 each year; 1963-
68,- $25 each year; 1969-70,- $18 each year; 1971-
80,- $15 each year. Add $3.85 shipping VISA/MC;
Specify year and model. Haveliterature all other years,
plusal carg/trucksworldwide.

Walter Miller, 6710 Brooklawn, Syracuse NY 13211.
315-432-8282. Fax 315-432-8256.

www.autolit.com - Museum of AutomobileHistory now
openin Syracuse. 315-478-CARS

5/ - SPFCIATTIZING IN MG & TRILIMPH

[ &% &  REPAIRS& RESTORATIONS

Electrical « Carbs « TuneUps
General Mechanical

Body ¢ Paint ¢ Interior
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&

Daveand Dan
Webger, NY (585) 967-9566
dbertch@rochester.rr.com

Aluminum Wear Particles

fa d_’..-""‘-_--;_.__‘
e - !‘Iﬁm
2156 hrs: 28 ppm

PPMs of Aluminum

AMSDIL
15 v 8

0il Hours of Service

Iron Wear Particles

Partial Product Listing:

7 Motor Qil - Gear Lube - Grease
Compressor Oil - Transmission Fluid
Silicone Spay - Engine Cleaners

PPMs of lron

AMSOIL
215 hrs: 144 ppm

/ Technical Questions: 715.392.7101 - . Y s
www.amsoil.com

0Oil Howrs of Service
Copper Wear Particles
Aluminum, iron and copper are good "
indicators of wear in an engine. These £
three graphs show how the AMSOIL-
equipped engine compared to the conven-
tionally-equipped engine over 215 hours or
service. AMSOIL reduced aluminum wear
by 71%; reduced iron wear by 50%; and 1 -

reduced copper wear metals by 78%

i i 215-“ T.I ppm
1 Oak Point Trail
Webster, NY 14580

585.671.1877

PPMs of Copper

AMSOIL
215 HRS:16 ppm

155
Oil Hours of Service

WE’RE MORE THAN UpP
To THE MARQUE

THE WORLD’S LARGEST, MOST EXTENSIVE
INVENTORY OF TC-TD-TF, MGA, MGB
o AND MIDGET SPARES!

*FREE CATALOGS!
*OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
*FASTEST SERVICE!

e F'REE MAGAZINE!
*THE BEST PRICES!

Moss Motors, Ltd.
440 Rutherford Street
P.O. Box 847 = Goleta, CA 93116

b . : : _. i 805-681-3400 = Fax 805-692-2525
L . 1-800-667-7872
....... el Toll-Free USA & Canada
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Remember the
Car Show
Sunday, June 6

A Successful
April Brunch Run
at the
Winfield Grill &
Artisan Works

Thanks to
Barb Wild and Betty Lanswager
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(Photos by Cheryl Baldwin)

SUNSHINE
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MAY BIRTHDAY S

4 Mary Ann Shetterly

5 Kelly Fallon

5  Paulette Schultz

5  Laurie Simonson

6  Linda Bethune

6 Patricia Hogan

7  George Herschell, Jr.
1 James Kingston
1 Peter Pegoni
12 Pamela Tojek
17 Scott Scofield
18  Lyn Tennant
19  JoeFazio
22 Barry Christ
23 Duane Garner
23  Bill Benet
23  GraceGleba
25  Bill Clicquennoi
25 Jan Langswager
26  Rosemary Burke
28  Bessie Kopen
28  Monica Maloney
28 Dan Young
30  JohnCorcoran
31 Kim Avery

31 Julie Perry

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE!!
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WELCOME BACK

Scott & Kristina Scofield
3769 Walworth-Ontario Rd.
Walworth, NY 14568
315-986-7396
1979 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE
1970 LOTUS EUROPA s2

WELCOME NEW MEM BERS

Rob Duffner & Sue Quackenbush
5 Rockbridge Lane
Penfield, NY 14526
585-388-9728
1961 MGA 1600
1969 M6GC
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12
13
13
14
16
21
23
24
24
29
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES

/

Dick & Patricia Giambra
Michael & Beverly Mack
David & Cheryl Asmuth
John & Sherry Corcoran
Lloyd & Susan Pot ter
Jeff & Wendy Miller
Joe & Bridget Tierno
James & Sondra Franzen
Bruce & Susan Krobusek
Jeffery & Jan Langswager
Dale & Linda Masters
George &Lyn Tennant
John & Chris Baum

Gene & Anne Faust

Ron & Deb Hein

William & Cheryl Baldwin

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL!

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

William & Margret Brorein, Jr.
Dan & Rosemary Burke
Stephen &Linda Stewart

Jim & Gail Colegrove

Doug & Laurie Scribner

Arnold & Stacey Van Denburgh
Jeffrey & Susan Kath
Jonathon & Julie Perry
George & Nancy Herschell, Jr.
Norman & Charlotte Wright
Gil & Betty Langswager

James & Barbara Kingston
Mark & Gayle Gibson

Jeffrey & Mary Ann Peters
Dick & Marlene Rzepkowski

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL!!
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25
28
30
30

Jim Priestley

¥

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Madeline Moodie
Annabelle Tescione
John Martin

Latty Goodwin

Ken Stickle
Patricia Philip
Patricia MacDonald
Kristina Scofield
Charlotte Wright
Ben Barlow

Ted Hershey

Ellen Baxter
Jeffrey Peters
Mary AnnPefters
Carl Prouty

John Baum

Keith Price

Bob Austin

George Shetterly, IT
David Asmuth
John MacDonald

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERY ONE!
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WEL COME NEW MEMBERS

Charles & Joan Mondello

534 Pittsford Henrietta T.L.Rd.

Pittsford, NY 14534
585-739-1365
1973 MGB GT

1964 TRIUMPH TR4

1985 FERRARI MONDIAL COUPE

Jeffrey & Mary Ann Peters

72 Tree Brook Drive
Rochester, NY 14625
585-249-9583

1992 FERRARI F40 REPLICA



FORTY YEARS AGO

ON COLLECTING

Mr. Gil

Last month | copied thefirstinstallment of ahistory of the
MG Car Clubthat | wrote40 years

ago. ltwasintheApril '64issueso =,

why not? Well, When | looked at —_—
theMay ' 64 issuetherewasno
second installment! | went to
June, no; July, no; August, no.
So| guessit wasan intermittent
series. I'll wait now to get
feedback fromyou asto
whether you evenread it.

The upcoming MGCC Invitationa Rallyewasthemain
focus of the May “SPOKES.” Therewere 86 entries as of
May 8h. All the nameswerelisted. That wasdefinitely
our biggest event back then. The Saturday night beforethe
rallyewasto beabig party at the Holiday Inn. We had our
own private dining room with aprivate bar and live band.
Theonly problem with that wasthat we had to get up early
the next morning to start therallye. But we were young
then and could handle anything. Maybe next month I’ [l give
theresultsand totalsfor the event.

Aninteresting report on the Shell 4000 Rallyetold about
the experiences of Ed Homsey of Avon. Ed wasafriend of
the MGCC and amember of the Triumph club. He
navigated for Gordon Jenningsin one of ateam of three
TR4's. They camein 17" in spite of putting achunk of
bridge planking through their radiator. Their total penalty
for the run was 87 pointsin acar with abent frame, front
wheels cockeyed and amangled radiator overheating.
Their TR team finished second. The overall winner wasa
Volvo team. Therallyewas 4044 milesfromVancouver to
Montreal over back roads (private pathsthrough thewoods
insome places). The opening leg wasa 22 hour speed
section from Vancouver to Calgary, thenahill climbin
Cagary.ATR 4 won both! Homsey said that 2100 mph
dash onaprivatedirt road through aforest wasn't worth

repeating.

Inhistech article, Bill Hackman goesinto adetailed
description of amost unusua entry inthe upcoming
Indianapolis 500, the Studebaker STP-Ferguson-Novi four
wheel drivefront enginecar. Thiscar had an English
chassisand drivewithanAmerican V8 engine.

Bill aso announced that Stirling Mosssigned acontract to
be acommentator on ABC’'s Wide World of Sportsonthe
“most significant” of the season’sinternational road races.
And there you have asummary of the newsaccordingto
“SPOKES’ May, 1964.
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Chris Williams

“Isit me, or isthere something leaking gasinthegarage?’ Eileenwas
wrinkling her nose as she camein from aday of weekend hunting and
gathering.

“1 think it's the snowblower,” | replied. “I had it out the other day to
touch up the pile at the end of the garage. 1’m running out of placesto
put the snow — again.”

It was towards the end of January, when the lake effect snow machine
was at its peak, and | was doing “two aday” plow runsjust to be sure
the driveway stayed open. It was true that the snowblower had leaked a
little. The gasket for the carburetor bowl had dried out from disuse, and
the first time I’ d opened the petcock to the tank gas had been dripping
steadily for awhile, both inside and outside of the garage. That fact, of
course, hadn’ t deterred me from using the machine anyway. After all, |
rationalized, it was cold enough that even | didn’t feel like vaporizing
and igniting very much, and the engine exhaust dischargewasalong
ways away from the carburetor.

Over time, however, it became apparent that something else was
having aproblem holding itsgas. The smell was strongest, | finally
correlated, on days after 1’d topped off the old ' 84 4-Runner on the way
home so that | could bypass the morning rush at the Walworth Kwik-
Fill. Finaly acknowledging that maybe the’ 84 was having aproblem, |
topped it off on a Friday night, and sure enough the smell of gaswas
strong in the garage on Saturday morning. When | backed it out to run an
errand or two sure enough there was asmall puddle of gas on the garage
floor under where the gas tank had been. Drat

Pulling the truck back into the garage, | grabbed the creeper and
carefully slid underneath. The tank seams were dry, but there was
something leaking from the areawhere the hose from thefiller pipe
meets the neck on thetank. Drat again

There's areason the ' 84 has a small access plate above the tank where
the suction line and gauge connections bolt down. Grabbing a phillips
screwdriver, | easily pulled two of the screws holding the plate in place,
to discover (of course) that the third screw was rusted so tight it would
take atorch to heat it enough to turn. Briefly contemplating the fiery
end that would surely result from applying an acetylene torch directly
over aleaking gastank, | reconsidered my options. Fortunately, | was
able to just bend the plate enough to determine that the leak was most
likely coming from the filler neck on the tank, probably becauseit had
simply rusted through after 20 years of service in the salt.

| generally hate working on gas tanks. When the tank seamsfailed on
the “White Fright,” currently serving as the Phoenix Acres All Purpose
Farm / Plow / Utility Truck, I’d pulled the bed off, drained the tank as
best | could and then refilled it with water. Working out in the open,
way away from anything else combustible, I’ d heated the screws holding
down the flange for the suction line and gauge float, heated the bolts
holding the tank in place and ultimately gotten the old tank off and a new
oneinstalled. On the’84, however, there's no bed to take off, so any
work on the flange has to be done from inside the cabin. Thisgave me
some pause for thought, since on the White Fright asmall pool of gas
floating on the water right at the top of the tank had ignited and burned
brightly as| loosened the screws holding the flange on.

So | began to wonder if maybe it wasfinally timeto let the’84 go.
Was | being selfish, | wondered, if | wanted something that rode alittle
less harshly than a buckboard? Was| too inwardly focused if | wanted
intermittent wipers that didn’'t stop intermittently right in my field of
vision? Would | actually missthe challenge of finding where to put

(continues >>)

BrltlshCar Parts & Serv1ce

All English MAKES AND MODELS!
New parts, used parts, NOS and rebuilt

Parts and Parts Cars Wanted. We take parts and cars for credit or trade.

AUSTIN

M& A e st ||\ TRIUMPH
SUNBEAM o MORRIS
JAGUAR MINI
LOTUS ENGLISH FORD
JENSEN JENSEN-HEALEY
TVR ROVER
LAND ROVER DAIMLER

i A SRR R AR s AR

600 Penfield Road
Just 5 miles east of Route 250 on Route 441 in West Walworth

(315) 986-3097 BRITISH AUTO (800) 458-4575

SRR P S EE s s R

-15% Discount on
Parts, Labor and
Appraisals for
MGCC Members!

iter

VINTAGE C AR CARE

RESTORATION ¢ MECHANICAL MOTOR SPORTS

* 20 Years Experience in All Aspects of Vintage Car
Care. Mechanical, Body and Paint, Collision, General
Maintenance, ‘Vintage Racing Motorcross Support.

* Bring Us Your Daily Driver for the Same Special
Care and Discount. Free Estimates.

Barry Brown, Manager
160 Despatch Dr. East Rochester, NY 385-4151
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BURY ME IN AN OLD MoOwWOG PARTS BOx

Over Easter or | should say the week before, wetook a
coupleof daysand went over to see my stepmother in West
Stockbridge Massachusetts. My daughter, Heather, came
over from her school and we had agood visit. Whiletherel
picked up acopy of the Sunday Boston Globe(April 4,
2004). Aswith most newspapersnow | find themterribly
onesided and abit dull. The sportssectionshardly ever
mention any motorsportsand if they doitisSNASCAR. Now
| ikeNASCARto acertain extent but itisnot my first

choi ce of motorsportsto read about.

Anyway while going through the paper therewas onearticle
that really caught my attention in the business section. It was
titled “ Ascarsgo hightech, sodojobs’ by aGlobe
Correspondent named DavisBushnell.

Thisarticle brought out thefact that today’s mechanicsare
no longer grease monkeys. | am suretherearestill some
back street garagesthat will do work onyour car witha
hammer and cold chisel but thosetypesare not long for the
automotiveworld. Today they arecalled

“ AutomotiveTechnicians’ and are so sought after that
frequently they are hired away from competing deal erships
or offered signing bonusesamounting to severa thousand
dollars. Even deal ership empl oyees can earn abonusif they
have atechnicianreferral that islater hired. Thearticle
brings out thefact that thereisaconsiderabl e shortage of
these technicians and the problem is so severe that many
deal ershipshaveto postpone servicework several days
becausethey can’t fit thework in because of the shortage.
Many ded ershipswould liketo expand but with the shortage
of qualified techniciansthey arereluctant. Recruiting seems
to be getting harder al the time and those peoplethat go into
thefield are snapped up quickly. Schools offering thistype of
training usualy havejobslined up for their gpplicantslong
beforethey arefinished.

Technicianstoday must possess both computer skillsand
hands-on-knowledge. | have often told peopletoday that
fixing carsisthe easy part, diagnosing the problemiswhat is
difficult. Gone are the dayswhen you put $25 worth of parts
inacar and it was atune-up and the car ran fine. Today you
plug inacomputer and typein adiagnostic code or possibly
go onlineto solvethe problem. Computersrun everything,
theengineignition, fuel system, brakeselectrical system,
cooling, heating and air conditioning. And it doesnot end
there, these peopletoday must have avery good math and
science background to even begin being certified.

Certification sometimestakes as much as 800 hours.
Evenwith starting salariesin the $30,000 range there are till

Jay Lockrow

negativefactorsworking against theindustry such asthe
mentioned “greasemonkey” preconceptionsthat peoplewho
work on carsare second ratejobsand adirty business.

Because of thismany are steered away from thistype of
training when in reality agood technician can havevery
good job security if heknows hisstuff.

Many of theauto companiesare becominginvolvedin
helping train new people. But the article mentioned gives
figuresthat areabit frightening. Certain makersemploy say
1500 techniciansin aregion and about 150 are needed a
year to replacethoseretiring or leaving. Thereisno pool of
these people and thedemand ishigh.

If I wereayoung man or women today (there are some
gadsnow inthisworkforce) | would most certainly look into
thismarket. Unfortunately | am not young anymore and that
$25 worth of partsfor atune-up has now escalated to over
$100. But thearticledid bring out one humorouspoint. One
service manager wastalking to a prospect that had quitea
bit of computer training. Hedidn’t however know how to
driveacar with astick shift.

Where are we headed? It is a sad state of affairswhen a
prospect looking at an automotive service position can't drive
astandard shift!
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things in the passenger seat on rainy days so the windshield leak
wouldn’t cause them to get wet? | briefly considered putting the ' 95 4-
Runner into service on the daily commute, but decided that a) 4-cylinder,
5 speed 4-wheel drive 4-Runners are asrare as hens' teeth these days and
getting rarer, and b) the net replacement cost for a used up 4-Runner isa
whole bunch more than the net replacement cost for, say, a used up
pickup.

Reluctantly, | agreed with myself that maybe it was time to start
looking. As| analyzed how I'd really used the'84 inits Senior Years, |
realized that it had become much more truck than sport ute. The carpet
on therear deck, for example, is permanently stained with dirt, oil and
gear lube from hauling transmissions, differentials and engine parts off to
a shop somewhere. The’84 had come my way through the Trickle
Down Process of Vehicle Procurement, wherein somebody in the family
“getsanew one” and the guy financing the deal getstheold one. If
things had continued in that mode, | might have been driving sport utes
forever.

Now that atrickle down approach is no longer a necessity, | had the
luxury of choosing whatever would best fit what | need in adaily driver.
Clearly a pickup with some form of bed cover would be a preferable
choice. Casting my eye around for likely candidates, | remembered that
there’'s aguy up on Route 104 who specializesin repairing and selling
used Toyotas. Stopping by hislot on the way home, | discovered a’94
extended cab 4 wheel drive pickup.

| shopped around alittle bit while | rolled the thought around in my
head. Therewasn’'t much else available that fit the bill, so finally | bit
the bullet and stopped over one day to take it for adrive. The truck was
alittle slow to crank, mostly (as I’ ve since discovered) because the truck
had been sitting idle for long periods with the battery connected, which
doesn’t do much for the char ge level in the battery. The truck rode great,
and although the engine idle was alittle rough it seemed to pull OK on
power and it stopped in an absolutely straight line. It felt as though the
shocks were new, and it tracked down the road precisely where | asked it
to go. The intermittent wipers even stopped where they were supposed
to.

| was concerned, however, that the water level in the radiator was low,
and the top hose was “ squishy” when | squeezed it “cold.” This truck
likely had a problem with its head gasket. | said as much to the guy, who
(I think somewhat surprisingly) offered a*“100% warranty” on the head
gasket. Everything el se seemed solid, so we agreed on some additional
work that needed to be done, like replacing the little winch that serves as
the sparetire carrier, since the one on the truck was more like alump of
scrap than awinch, and | bought the truck. Oh yeah, it'salso greenin
color like the ' 95 4-Runner, so I'm now the proud owner of the “Green
Fleet.” Maybeal inadl, I'd rather bered, but....

Thefirst day | had the truck, | topped off the water level in the
rediator, filled the expansion tank and went driving. Thetruck re-
sponded by blowing what seemed like a pint or two of perfectly good
anti-freeze and water mix out the radiator and through the expansion
tank, and the next morning the level in the radiator waslow. Clearly, this
truck was hurt.

We went back and forth a couple of times, wherein the guy tried to
convince me that the reason we could seem to keep pouring coolant into
the system was that “it had been so low it was actually air-bound.” (I
couldn’t quite buy that one.) Or, it was “just a feature of this truck.”
(Sorry, not that one either.) Finally, after a somewhat stressed morning
on which he'd found the truck sitting in front of his door again, he asked
what | thought the problem was. My response was pretty straightfor-
ward. “If thiswere my shop, and I'd had this truck for awhile, 1I'd be
looking myself in the mirror and telling myself it wastime to pull the
head.”

To his credit, he did the right thing. While he had it open, | swung by
the shop and checked out the bores. There was a dlight ridge on one
side of the number 3 cylinder, suggesting there might be aslight radial
thrust problem in that cylinder. However, the remainder of the bores
wereridge-free, and the guy claimed he saw slight evidence of across-
hatch honing pattern on the sides when the light wasright. | didn’t
bother to check, but | did look at the valves when the head came back
from the shop, and they looked good. All inal, avery solid engine
(never mind that the truck shows 131,000 on the clock) showing
possibly evidence of arecent rebuild. One other data point that
interested me is that when | showed up to check the valves, the guy
quite pointedly told me that the shop had taken .004 off the head
mating surface to reduce the pitting, but that the head wasflat. So
here’s my theory. Thisengine went through arecent trauma, requiring
replacement of the head. The former owner bought a used head which
had sat on a shelf for quite sometime. Somewhere during assembly, one
of the surfaces wasn’t quite clean enough, or the pitting on the head was
too deep, and the gasket seal was or became flawed. Therest, asthey
say, is history.

Anyhow, theories aside, the truck now holds its water, and when hot
thetop hoseis as hard asarock. When cold, a healthy squeeze on the
firm top hose produces that satisfying little “click” that tells me | just
bumped the vacuum breaker on the thermostat. It also needed a new
clutch slave cylinder, as evidenced by the grunge that came out of the
old onewhen | changed the clutch hydraulic fluid to silicone, and a new
oxygen sensor to silence the “ check engine” light which popped on
within about aday of putting the truck back on the road. |I’ve done my
thing with Linseed cil, and | plan to have it Ziebarted by the time we go
actually go to press. | think I’ ve created anew daily driver, salt runner
and deer stalker. It looksalittle nice for this service, but given what |
have invested, it's much more of an “Oh Well” truck than a“Dress
Truck.” (e.g. “Someonein the parking lot actualy put ading in the
door? OhWell.”)

In the meantime the trusty ' 84, sitting at just over 214,000 miles on
the clock, has fallen out of the working pool. | need to do a couple of
things to the handbrake bell cranks on the rear brakes, which have
bound up a little based on the heavy salt the truck saw this past,
Winter, and then (read this carefully) I'M GOING TO LET IT GO.
Really. Of course, it's got the right wheelbase to turn into a plow truck,
but | have a plow truck, which isyounger in milesthan the’84, and I've
found someone interested in the’ 84, which looks a heck of alot better
than the plow truck.

Even |, the Keeper of Vehicles Forever, can't rationalize keeping yet
another 4-Runner in the stable. Well, | was diding down that “dlippery
slope’ at a pretty good clip until | mentioned to Eileen that there was a
nice looking ' 99 4-Runner also on thelot in Ontario. She’ d been making
statements to the effect that she was going to have 4-whedl drive before
another Fall turned to Winter. The price was right, so she bought that
one, bringing our total Toyota truck count to 5 — three 4-Runners and
two pickups. The’84 simply hasto go now, and the ' 99 becomes
Eileen’s as her Winter Beater. First $1000 or so takes the '84.

My '95 4-Runner dropsinto the role of Spare, and also can double as
my “Dress Truck,” when | need something alittle nicer than a salt
stained pickup, or when | need to haul more than one other person.
Given its 4-cylinder power plant, it does an honest 20+ mpg, which can
make a nice difference on road tripsaswell. Plus, | likeit, which should
be reason enough. The only thing is, Eileen's Winter Beater is more
upscale than my Dress Truck. Oh wait —is that another Oh Well?

Spring isreally here. Everybody have agreat May and Memorial
Day.



Mansions and Gardens
o3 May 30

This Sunday “Site Seeing” tour begins at

8:45 AM — Starbucks Coffee

Henrietta (Tops) Plaza (West of the intersection of Jefferson Road and 390)

9:00 AM — Leave Henrietta

10:00 AM — Arrive at Linwood

Special Tour of the Annual Tree Peony Festival, and the garden of Becky Lewis.
Donation to the Restoration Fund: $5.00 per person.
Light Fare/Early Lunch available on the grounds.

12:00 noon — Depart Linwood
1:00 PM — Arrive at the George Eastman House

Hungry again? More soups, sandwiches, desserts and beverages available in the Café.
Garden Tour: Guided by Stacey VanDenburg
or
View: Site Seeing: Photographic Excursions in Tourism.

Admission: Will be charged to the Museum

3:(ish) — Depart the Eastman House

3:30 — Private Tour of the Ellwanger Gardens
Guided by Stacey VanDenburyg

For more information or to sign up:

Elaine: elainehess@mgcarclub.com 381-9796 or Rhonda: Rhonda_L_Rizzo@fleet.com 621-5693
Rain or Shine !
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The Car Show
Sufing Rty

June 2-7:00 PM
New Locat 1 on! |

Seve and Pat Sangster
2 Meadow Vi ew Lane
Boonfield Ny
657- 6032

From M ctor

Take Route 444 (Mipl e Sreet) south to Min
Sreet, Boomiiedd Tunrigt otoNin Sreet.
FomMin Sreet, take second right onto
Church Sreet .

Dretly across fromthe brick church, tunrigt
onto MadowMewlane, aprivate drive. It
ends at our drivenay.

FromAttsford

@ south on Route 64. Just before Route 5 and
2, tunlet otoNinSreat, Booidd Ater
thefirehouse take aleft oto Church Sreet .

Drectly across fromthe brick church, tunrigt
onto MadowMewlane, aprivate drive. It
ends at our drivevay.
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FOLLOWING THE
CAR SHOW

POST— GAR SHOW PARTY

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
GCHRIS AND EILEEN'S
A112 RIDGE CHAPEL ROAD
MARION, NY

TAKE 441 EAST THROUGH WALWORTH GO ABOUT 3 MILES
FARTHER EAST

RIDGE CHAPEL ROAD IS THE FIRST LEFT FOLLOWING THE SPEED
LIMIT CHANGE T0 45 MPH

THE HOUSE IS ON THE RIGHT ABOUT HALF A MILE UP SET WELL
BACK FROM THE ROAD ON AN S-CURVE DRIVE

PLEASE PLAN TO BRING A DISH TO PASS

IF YOUR LAST NAME BEGINS WITH 0-Z, A SALAD
WOULD BE GREAT

IF YOUR LAST NAME BEGINS WITH A-N. WE'D LOVE
YOUR FAVORITE DESERT

(Or bring an appetizer insteadl)




